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FROM PRESIDENT JOE McDONALD 

The Season of Music is upon us! Welcome back all you loyal members who renewed 
again in this our 123rd year.  And a special welcome to our newest music lovers, folks 
who have joined since July of 2025 – Sandra Jackson, Joyce Purdon, Esther Schwartz, 
Radina Welton, Jan Ford, Mary Pollock, Norris and Viviene Hibbler, Randi Otness, Ann 
Prindiville, Ann Uhler, and Laura Coates.  I will be at the door welcoming all 
members to our October 5th “Bring a Friend” musical event. 

 

 
EXCITING PROGRAMS ON TAP FOR 2026-2027!  

“Bring a Friend” is coming up soon – Monday, October 5, 1:00pm, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 1624 NE Hancock St., Portland, 97212, access code 1530#. 
Portland Youth Philharmonic alumni will be our featured entertainment with 
fellowship and refreshments to follow.  Invite friends and family to share this 
wonderful afternoon of music and an opportunity to greet new members and catch up 
with old friends. 
 
November 2nd brings us our Harvest Tea and members of the Oregon Symphony. Of 
course, a friendly social with refreshments will follow the performance. 
 
The holiday season will feature a festive luncheon and entertainment by our much 
loved Royal Blues choir from Grant High School.  See the announcement below from 
Vice President Patty Cavanaugh. 
 
2027 will bring monthly music and refreshments not only on a Monday, but also, for 
the first time ever, on two Saturday’s at 1:00pm.  Listed below are the events for 
January through June of 2027: 

 Monday, January 4, 1 PM, Portland Opera & Tea at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

 Saturday, February 6, 1 PM, Metropolitan Youth Symphony & Valentine’s Tea, 
Parkrose Community United Church of Christ, 12505 NE Halsey St, 97230 

 Monday March 1, 1 PM, Pot O Gold Tea & Community Music Center, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church 

 Monday April 5, 1 PM, Annual Spring Concert, Reedwood Friends Church 
 Saturday May 1, 1 PM, MMC Award Winners’ Performance & Benefit,       

Location TBA 
 Monday June 1, 11:30 AM, Annual Meeting, Westminster Presbyterian Church 
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TASTY AND SIMPLE REFRESHMENTS PLANNED 

Our Hostess motto this year is “Simple Treats Beautifully Served”. At our general 
meeting June 2, 2026, in response to our questionnaire, members noted that providing 
refreshments at our Monday events had become a burden rather than a pleasure. The 
Streamlining Task Force Committee, assigned at our June meeting, highly recommended 
simplifying and streamlining our operations to adapt to today’s MMC reality. This is an 
area in which we can do that.  Our members will be far more willing and able to step 
up and host a tea if the menu is prescribed and the operation simplified. The budget 
for each tea, to include refreshments and decorations, will be $150. 

We ask that items be store-bought to include a sweet treat such as a variety of 
cookies, a fruit and/or veggie tray, and nuts.  Coffee, tea, and ice water will be the 
available beverages along with the usual accompaniments. A 40 cup coffee maker, a 12 
cup maker for decaf, coffee carafes, and an ice water dispenser are all available at 
Westminster.  If hostesses want to use seasonal napkins, paper plates, and cups those 
items will be purchased out of the $150 budget.  However, the club has a supply of 
paper products and plastic ware so no one is obligated to buy them.  You will be 
asked to complete an expense report form on which to list all expenses.  Then submit 
it, along with receipts for items listed, to our treasurer, Sue Auwerter in person, by 
email, or by USPS.  You will be able to mark any items on the form for which you 
will need reimbursement and a check will be issued to you for that amount.   

Our hope is, that with this simplified plan, many more of you will want to host a tea.  
In volunteering for this service you will need to ask other members for help.  It’s a 
great way to include your club buddies, or get to know others by asking members you 
don’t know. For more information, call Cynthia Marberry, 503-739-0578, email 
cindynloren@gmail.com, Joe McDonald, 503-312-5952, emailjdmcdonald44@hotmail.com.   

 

 
TIME TO BEGIN THE HOLIDAY FUN!! 

Monday Musical Club is excited to announce the fabulous Grant High School ROYAL 
BLUES CHOIR will perform for us again at our upcoming Holiday Luncheon! This year’s 
event will be on Thursday, December 10, 2026, at 11:30 am. We will be at a new venue: 

Hilton Garden Inn Clackamas (formerly Monarch Hotel) 

12566 SE 93rd Avenue, Clackamas, OR 97015 

We will have a delicious full-plate lunch, wonderful music and a raffle of numerous 
items, all for $55 per person. Tables will have 8 seats, and you can buy a full table 

mailto:cindynloren@gmail.com
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for only $420! Invite your friends, family and neighbors to join us. Flyers with 
reservation forms will be available at the October Tea + Music on October 5th. We 
have room for a large crowd at our holiday celebration, so all are welcome!! 
 

 
 

 
MUSIC AWARDS – ANOTHER WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!  

It’s seven long months away until Monday Musical Club distributes thousands of 
dollars at our May Music Awards Event.  As far away as our April auditions seem, 
Bernadette Arnold, Music Awards Chair, and her committee have already scheduled 
their first meeting.  They will begin the work of securing a venue, hiring adjudicators, 
notifying music teachers and school music departments and their students, setting up 
the application and payment system, and scheduling the auditions for 40-50 young 
musicians. Music Awards – that’s what the heart of our organization embraces!  If you 
would like to help with this exciting program, let Bernadette know by email at 
mmcpdxbarnold@gmail.com.  

 
 

 

NOTES FROM APRIL:  WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

It’s about The Monday Musical Club, regarding ‘Monday Tea’.  We are definitely a club, 
yes. I add that this club is more than membership, dues, and name tags.  Over the past 
centuries, clubs represented an interest and response, to what was going on in a 
community, city, or otherwise.  It’s sort of a focus for people’s support and 
encouragement.  In our case, with music and young people, we have a huge, and very 
rich audience.  Our supporters are people who love music, appreciate hearing it, 
support the education and opportunities offered, and have a good time while doing it.  
Music resounds from first heart-beats in the womb, to tall towers of pipes and 
bellows, across the lands and seas.   

 

One issue is that we don’t have to always meet on Mondays at 1 pm. We do want to 
continue meeting monthly, and offer some light refreshments.  What is different now, is 
reaching more people who like us, do support music, education and appreciation.   
What we offer is intimate concerts by excellent musicians.  Our fund-raisers for Music 
Awards are behind the times, I dare say.  Pockets are deep for many, and sewn closed 
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for others. But the support keeps coming, through memberships, grants, or foundations. 
Who else?  I keep thinking, what better name for our Monday afternoon gatherings, 
could we use to adequately describe who we are, and what we do?  Imagine explaining 
our vision, mission and goals to someone new to Portland.  Populations change, folks, 
and that’s where the challenges sometimes get to us.   

Speaking the truth of what we support and why, is our message.  Our means are 
varied, and complex.  Modern social media is a big step to get the word out.  And our 
personal testimonies are valuable as ever.  Do not give up, we are still making music. 
Thank you to the continuing board of directors who work hard to find suitable 
outlets for our musical treasures; our new staff, the membership, and all volunteers.  
THANK YOU!  April Avery 

 
 
 

 
FINANCIAL NEWS 

Our auditor, Mendi Menafee, has completed her work with no significant errors noted. 
She did make some process recommendations which Treasurer Sue AuWerter will be 
incorporating.  Attached to this newsletter are the Balance Sheet and Profit & Loss 
Statements for the last Fiscal Year 2025-2026.  Overall comment: 
  
Since we did not have an Awards Program, many categories of both income and expense 
are significantly different than before. We had fewer fundraising activities and all 
funds that were collected for Awards were sequestered in a separate Savings Account 
at KeyBank with an ending balance of $7,620. Those funds are to be used for Awards 
for our current fiscal year, 2026 - 2027. 

After adjusting for the sequestration of the above funds for Awards, the net income 
from operations for MMC was $1,080. 

We saw an increase in our investments due to the significant change in stock valuation 
(consistent with the change in the S & P 500 and other indices). The total increase 
was to $ 216,716 from $184,169 ($32,547 and 18%). Of significance is that the 
investments which are available to the club for use at the discretion of the Board of 
Management increased to $67,647 from $57,481 ($10,166 and 18%). 
     
 

 


