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From President Joe McDonald 

Thanks to the efforts of your Program Chair, Bernadette Arnold, we had the 
privilege of witnessing three of our past award winners perform for us at the May 
tea on Monday the 4th. As we listened to them talking about their path, I was 
reminded that this is exactly why we exist – investing in the future of classical music 
for more than 120 years!  All three told us how much they appreciated all that we 
did for them.  I would say it was money well spent if they are examples of the fruits 
of our labor. 

 

 

 

 

  

       Minntah haefker       nikita istratov        Kaylee nah 

  LaFord Voice Award 2025          Colliver Piano Award 2025           Phillips Award 2024     

 

 

From Vice President and Ways and Means Chair, Patty Cavanaugh 

- PLEASE JOIN US FOR A NEW STYLE ANNUAL MEETING! - 

Our plan is to engage as many members as possible on Monday, June 1st at 11:30 am at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, in what we hope is a fruitful, interactive Town Hall 
style meeting. Our goal is to get direction from our members:  
 

• What have you enjoyed most about Monday Musical Club?  
• What do you like least?  
• What prompted you to join the club?  
• Do you have suggestions for things we are already doing, or things that you 

would like to see us do? 
• What is your own vision that you would like to see Monday Musical Club 

become going forward? (cont. on page 2) 
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When brainstorming, there are no limitations and everyone's input is valid! 
 
In addition to getting your input, we will also get a recap from Joe McDonald, our 
hardworking President, about what Monday Musical Club has been in the recent past, 
where we are now, and the challenges we are facing.   
 
There are areas of opportunity for MMC, and ways we can still grow and thrive. 
Your Board has been diligently looking at questions and concerns regarding our 
future, but we understand that each one of YOU   is what makes up Monday Musical 
Club! The Board represents you, but you 'vote' with your feet, your time and your 
money.  
 
If you haven't made a reservation yet, please call or text me at 971.645.6322, 
preferably by Sunday, 5/24/26. I need to know your choice of sandwich based on 
regular diet, gluten-free, vegetarian or vegan. If you are allergic to anything, please 
let me know that, too. Also available will be chips, fruit, cookies, coffee, tea and 
water. 
 
We promise a fun, stimulating experience with delicious food and wonderful 
camaraderie. Club historian, Janette Barbour will have a compilation of yearly reports 
from our board members available for your inspection and we’ll wrap it up with 
nominations and election of officers. 

PLEASE JOIN US!!!    
 

*     *     *     *     *     *      *     *     * 
 

-   S'Wonderful Soirée '26 Recap   - 
 
We sold 69 tickets to the Soirée, and the crowd fit nicely into the Community Room 
at Lakewood Center for the Arts. We all enjoyed the show put on by noted jazz 
pianist, Tom Grant, and sultry vocalist, Shelly Rudolph. They performed an eclectic 
variety of songs, including many old favorites, a few international songs, and also 
played some audience requests. The food was catered by Trees Restaurant and 
Catering, and they served the wine for us. I came to the conclusion that jazz 
aficionados love red wine the most! We all had an enjoyable evening and were done in 
time to get home before sunset.  
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From Corresponding Secretary, Cynthia Marberry 

America celebrates its 250th birthday this year.  Here’s an interesting factoid – 
Monday Musical Club has been in existence for almost half of our country’s life.! We 
have survived WWI, the 1918 flu epidemic, the stock market crash of ’29, the 
depression of the 1930’s, WWII, Vietnam, and the social conflicts and changes of the 
1960’s. In spite of enormous challenges, for 122 years, MMC has played an important 
role in the excellence of our community musical organizations, musicians, and programs. 
I am proud to be a member of such a dynamic organization and will continue 
volunteering. All music, but especially classical, fills me with joy, and I am grateful 
for the opportunity to support music arts.  I’m also fortunate to have met lovely 
people who have become my friends, not an insignificant by-product of getting involved. 
Join me in volunteering, making new friends, and strengthening the musical health of 
our community. You will enjoy the experience – I guarantee it! 

 

 

 

From Nominating Committee Chair, Gus Pappelis 

Our constitution and bylaws require that a roster of candidates for executive officers 
for fiscal year 26-27 be published in this month’s newsletter. At this time, the 
nominating committee offers the following: 
    President – Joe McDonald 
    Vice President – Patty Cavanaugh     

 Corresponding Secretary – Cynthia Marberry 
 Treasurer - vacant 
 Financial Secretary – vacant 
 Corresponding Secretary – vacant 
On behalf of the committee I offer my sincere thanks to Joe, Patty, and Cynthia for 
agreeing to re-up. 
 
Please know that if anyone else decides they want to throw their hat in the ring, 
please call or text me at 503-522-4073. Also, we invite and welcome nominations from 
the floor at our annual meeting on Monday, June 1, 11:30am.     
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From Membership Chair, Teryl Williams 

 
ANOTHER NEW MEMBER! Her name is Jan Ford, and she is a friend of Susan Van Lente 
and other members who live at Willamette View Manor.  Jan’s mother was a member of 
Monday Musical Club!  Her name was Ruth Pedersen, later known as Ruth Plue. 
Her mother saw that Jan received piano lessons as a child, and Jan always sang in 
choirs.  In fact, she is a member of the chorus at Willamette View Manor.  Jan has 
always lived in Portland.  Her first child, a boy, was born with Down syndrome.  He 
loved music, and he and Jan enjoyed singing together. He died at an early age.  She 
also adopted a girl.  Jan received a scholarship which allowed her to pursue an 
education in special ed, which she taught for many years. 
 
On another note, as membership chair, I want to give you a heads up about 2026-2027 
dues.  They are due and payable July 1, 2026. Listed below are annual membership 
options: 
General Membership - $50 
Sustaining Membership - $75 
Patron Membership- $125 
Associate - $12 
Pay with a check or credit card at our Annual Meeting on June 1, or on our website, 
or by mail to Monday Musical Club at PO Box 15300, Portland, OR 97293.  

 

 

From Tea Hostess Coordinator, April Avery 

I volunteered to be Tea Host Coordinator, for fiscal year 2025-2026.  I keep track of 
who volunteers to “host” the monthly tea, and their work team.  I provide the coffee 
and tea service, and some refreshment, while the others make their menu.  

Attendance: signing the guest book has been one way to keep track but that is not a 
complete count. From October 2025 to May 2026 there were total 191 names in the 
guest Book.  On average 32 persons, per month.  We can look around and know there 
are fewer people than last year.  

As Host Coordinator, I basically see to it that each month has someone taking on 
responsibilities such as tablecloths, décor, menu, food preparation and service.  Plus 
clean up.  Everyone does something. (cont. on page 5) 
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There is great appreciation for the food and service, as friendships blossom and bloom.  
Conversation is the music we make, sharing our stories with one another.  The 
musicians are sometimes able to stay to eat and talk with us. 

We acknowledge a budget allowance of $150.00 per tea/concert, which could be 
reimbursed in request form to the board, with payment via check.  However, thus far, 
we have each been contributing our expenses to the club as in-kind donations. As to 
the actual preparations and service of the delicious foods we have provided this year, 
The thanks and gratitude goes to: Tisa Wrightson, Cynthia and Loren Marberry, Lori 
Kammerer, Nancy Woo, Brenda and Rusty Kostovos, Eloise Mark, Bev Owen, and many 
others who contributed to the Annual Spring Concert. 

We collectively are doing what we can, to uphold the traditions of MMC, as well as 
acknowledge and face changes and challenges.  Together, as members, we create the 
total outcome.   

 

 

 

MORE PHOTOS FROM THE MAY 4 CONCERT 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


