
   MONDAY MUSICAL CLUB OF PORTLAND 
 
              NEWSNOTES 

    APRIL 2026 

Page | 1 
 

From President Joe McDonald 

We had a wonderful Tea on Apr 6 with three inspiring performers - María García,       
Gregory DuBay, and Gyan Singh Maria.  Not only were all three excellent musicians, 
but they were also very engaged with their audience, telling us a lot about their 
work and what they were performing and such. The effect was mesmerizing as I felt 
that I was an active part of the performance. My hope is that others felt the same 
way. 

Your Board of Management (the Board) is making a very personal and direct request 
for your input about the future of MMC. We will be modifying the Annual Meeting on 
June 1 to be more of a town hall/open forum. We strongly believe that MMC is at a 
critical point in time, and we need as many members as possible to attend to help 
determine the club's future direction. I cannot stress enough that we believe major 
decisions about the future of MMC should be made by the full membership – not the 
Board.  

You will see details coming soon and we will do all we can to encourage your 
attendance. Personally, I think we, as your Board, should first listen to you the 
members before making any decisions. Your opinion is vital.  Our members are the 
reason Monday Musical Club still exists after 122 years.  Your love of music, your 
appreciation for excellent musical performance, and your financial support assures 
MMC continues to be an important benefactor to the musical arts in our community.  
Thank you all for your contributions of time, talent, and treasure.  If you believe we 
should continue our mission, you need to show up on June 1, voice your opinion, vote 
on the issues raised, and be a part of the solution. If you find it impossible to attend, 
please let me know personally at 503-312-5952 or at jdmcdonald44@hotmail.com.   I 
will meet with you in whatever way necessary - be that Zoom, phone, or over 
coffee/tea on me.  Your input is that important! 

 

From Vice President and Ways & Means Chair, Patty Cavanaugh 

           S' WONDERFUL SOIRÉE ! Have We Got An Evening For You!! 
The upcoming Soirée on Sunday, May 17, 2026, promises to be a unique Portland 
experience! With professional lighting, the Community Room at Lakewood Center,      
368 S. State St, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 will be transformed into a vibrant nightclub 
atmosphere. Talented pianist Tom Grant and sultry vocalist Shelly Rudolph will 
perform a selection of swing, soul and romantic ballad favorites from the Great 
American Songbook—a rare opportunity to hear these classics performed live in one 
evening! (cont. on page 2) 
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The tickets for the concert only are $25. We will have hors d'oeuvres available for 
an additional $25. This will include a glass of wine or two soft drinks. Refreshments 
will be catered by Trees restaurant in Sherwood; please note that hors d’oevres must 
be pre-ordered by May 9th. We have designed this event to be a very affordable evening 
out. Additional glasses of wine are only $8 each, soft drinks are $2 each, and coffee 
is free! 
 
Tickets can be purchased by sending in a $25 check payable to MMC for the Soirée 
show, or $50 if you want to include food + a glass of wine (or 2 soft drinks). You 
can also call me to charge your tickets (all cards accepted), or you can utilize Ticket 
Tomato's website: tickettomato/event/9984 where they have a small handling charge. If 
you have any questions or need a ride, just give me a call! 

Whether you join us solo, with a partner, or with a group of friends, we look 
forward to seeing you there. The show runs from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, allowing you to 
return home early (before dark) or continue your evening afterward. 

Let's celebrate Spring together with beautiful music, delicious food, and wonderful 
wine!! 

Patty Cavanaugh 

971.645.6322 

From Corresponding Secretary, Cynthia Marberry 
 
As the song lyric goes, “Ain’t it funny how time slips away”.  I’m 81 today and boy oh 
boy did those years go by fast!  Someone once told me that our life span is like a pie 
and the pieces (years, months, days, hours, and minutes) need to be smaller and smaller 
for any of our pie to be left. Maybe that’s why my days feel more like hours and my 
hours more like minutes, and possibly the reason that it feels like I just sent the 
March newsletter yesterday. 
  
April is the month that Monday Musical Club’s nominating committee is formed and the 
intrepid committee members begin their work to find candidates for next year’s 
executive offices. Although I am not a member of the committee, as the present 
Corresponding Secretary and also a past corresponding secretary, I feel I’m qualified 
to give you an overview of that office with the hope that you will consider stepping 
into the role.  Also, think creatively, and as Ann Ray and I do, hold the title but 
share the work with another member. Listed below are the duties: 
(cont. on page 3) 
 



   MONDAY MUSICAL CLUB OF PORTLAND 
 
              NEWSNOTES 

    APRIL 2026 

Page | 3 
 

 Distribute monthly newsletter and directory update by email; USPS to 7 members; 
 Prepare and mail donation thank you letters and acknowledgements asap when 

you receive notice from the financial secretary; 
 Monitor the Monday Musical Club Google account and respond to emails as 

appropriate;  
 Keep the Google account “Contacts” up to date; 
 Respond as needed to USPS correspondence and prepare and mail letters from 

the MMC President and other board members as directed; 
 Prepare a year-end report to be submitted to the Historian before the June 

general meeting. 
Feel free to call me at 503-739-0578 or email cindynloren@gmail.com with any 
questions you may have about the office of Corresponding Secretary.    

  
From Program Chair, Bernadette Arnold 

 
Award Winners’ Reunion Performance May 4, 2026 

The Monday Musical Club of Portland proudly presents its Award Winners’ 
Performance, celebrating excellence in music, with performances from past award 
winners.  Join us at 1:00 pm on May 4 at Westminster in the Great Room. Door code 
for both the 16th Avenue and the Hancock St. entrances is 1530#.  You will enjoy an 
afternoon filled with inspiring music as these gifted musicians demonstrate the artistry 
and dedication that earned them recognition. Our May Tea event promises a diverse 
program, showcasing the exceptional talents of this year’s honorees. Pieces across 
various genres will be featured by these wonderful performers. 

Kaylee Nah, received The Phillips Award in 2024.  She is a junior at Sunset High 
School and serves as co-concertmaster of the Portland Youth Philharmonic Orchestra.  
She has won prestigious music awards since MMC’s Best Instrumental Violin 
Performance. 

Nikita Istratov, Since winning The MMC Colliver Award in 2025, Nikita has performed 
locally and internationally. He is still in undergraduate piano performance study on 
scholarship under Steinway Artist Dr. Alexandre Dossin at the University of Oregon 
School of Music and Dance.   

Minntah Haefker, received The Bonnie LaFord Voice Awards for Best Non-Classical 
Performance.  She is continuing to pursue her passion while attending Portland State 
University.  She continues to explore new styles of music, collaborating with other 
musicians from all around the world.  She has an upcoming show with her group,               
The MInntah Quartet, April 29, 2026, at the Jazz Club in Portland. (cont. on page 4) 
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All are welcome to attend and support these rising stars. The Award Winners’ 
Performance is not only a celebration of achievement but also a testament to the 
vibrant musical community in Portland. We invite friends, families, and music lovers to 
share in this memorable occasion. 

From Membership Chair, Teryl Williams 
 

NEW MEMBER! 
Our newest MMC member, Mary Pollack, lived in Greeley, Colorado, and moved first to 
California and then to Portland in 1966.  She was an elementary school teacher, 
mostly teaching first graders.  Her husband was a teacher at Portland State.  They 
lived in the Sellwood District.  Mary has a daughter and a son, with 2 grandsons and 
2 great-grandsons.  She moved to Carman Oaks about 2-1/2 years ago.  Mary claims to 
have no musical talent, although she did play the accordion in her youth.  She enjoys 
our musical programs very much and is very pleased with our support of young 
musicians. (cont. on page 5) 
 
 

From Tea Hostess Coordinator, April Avery 

“They say great music can take you places you can’t get to on your own”. 

Our next musical adventure is coming on Monday May 4th at the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church at 1:00 PM. Please do join us, as we settle in for a time of pure 
beauty through music.  After, tea/coffee and light refreshments will be available.  If 
you are so inclined, please let me know you will contribute a plated offering of sweet 
tasty treats, to share.   

     Our monthly gathering on June 1st brings the Annual Membership Meeting.  This is 
the time when officers-to-be are presented, and we elect them for the next years’ 
responsibilities.  And that, dear friends, is a vital aspect of our music club…how we 
move forward.  Your presence is greatly appreciated, and we thank you in advance 
for your continued contributions for the young musicians we recognize and appreciate.  
We value them, and they value us.  I feel we need each other to survive!   

“Oh that my ears could hear deeply, and my soul restore sweetly”.  Blessings for the 
songs of spring…humming, twittering, chattering, blooming and blossoming!     
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From Friendship and Illness Chair, Bev Owen 

I am so grateful to all who keep me informed about club members who need a 
card, a note, or a phone call from me.  I am a devoted card and note sender 
and have been all my life.  It makes me happy that I can send (cont. on page 4) 

encouragement, condolences, and congratulations with just a simple piece of mail 
or a phone call.  You’d be surprised at how much that means to the recipient 
and I love doing it.  Please call me at 503-968-3001 if you know of a member 
who would appreciate a card, note, or phone call.  Thank you so much! 

************************************************************************************** 
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