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From President Joe McDonald 

Our March Tea was a rousing success! We had several artists from The Community 
Music Center perform and it was fantastic! Such talent in young people – it gives me 
comfort to know that our work plus that of other organizations are providing 
opportunities for the young people today. They are the future of Classical (and other 
types of) Music in our area and deserve our support. We all know that funding of 
the Arts and Non-Profits such as MMC is very challenging, but the rewards are 
obvious. 

As you will see, coming up we have our annual Spring Concert on April 6 at the 
Reedwood Friends Church located at 2901 SE Steele Street in Portland. Your Program 
Chair, Bernadette Arnold, is planning an exciting day. 

Also upcoming is our now-annual Soirée. Your Vice President and Ways and Means 
Chair, Patty Cavanaugh is detailing that for you below. It is still a work in progress, 
so stay tuned. 

Your Board of Management is actively working to further the mission of MMC. So far, 
we have only had two members agree to be on the nominating committee – Judie 
Jamison and Gus Pappelis (Thank you to both!). However, we need a couple or three 
more, so please sign up for this important task. 

Also, club members will receive a letter soon to update you on some issues we are 
facing and to encourage your participation. Stay tuned! 

Spring Concert April 6, 2026 
 

Our Spring Concert will feature a fantastic group of musicians: pianist Maria Garcia; 
pianist, composer, and conductor, Gyan Singh Maria; and cellist and Community Music 
Center Executive Director, Gregory DuBay 
 
Maria Garcia 

Maria began piano studies in her native Puerto Rico at the age of four.  At the age of 
ten she made her debut with the Puerto Rico Symphony Orchestra.  As a young woman, 
Maria received a full merit scholarship from SUNY Stoney Brook, NY where she 
completed a Master's Degree in Music as well as Doctoral Studies.  An active chamber 
musician and soloist, Ms. Garcia has performed throughout the world. She is a passionate 
teacher and musical coach.  Maria performs locally with groups like Third Angle 
Ensemble, 45th Parallel, and is part of the award winning, highly praised, 20 Digitus 
Piano Duo with pianist Momoko Muramatsu.  She runs a private teaching studio out of 
her home in NE Portland,  is a member of OMTA/MTNA, and is piano program director at 
Young Musicians and Artists  during the summer.  (cont. on page 2) 
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Gyan Singh Maria 
Founding Fellow of Portland Circle (Living Opera), Gyan produces performances, 
educational programs, and creative projects for local audiences. He has already 
produced 12 events, all fully funded through in-kind partnerships — a sustainable 
model he developed.  After a successful conducting debut, Gyan was appointed Music 
Director & Executive/Artistic Leadership Fellow for the Muses Project and will 
conduct multiple concerts in Arkansas in 2026.  As 2025-2026 Conducting Fellow, 
Portland Opera, Gyan is set to become Resident Artist Conductor in 2026-2027, 
leading a double bill of Frida Kahlo and the Bravest Girl in the World and Stone 
Soup. 
Gregory DuBay 
Not only is Gregory DuBay the Executive Director of the Community Music Center in 
Portland, OR, but he is a wonderful musician in his own right.  He began studying 
cello as a boy.  He obtained his MA in Cello Performance from Manhattan School of 
Music in 1987 and has played with the Bergen Philharmonic and Honolulu Symphonies.  
  
Help us advertise this stellar performance by inviting family and friends, distributing 
flyers, and sending emails.  Members who use Facebook, please spread the word about 
our events by sharing FB posts.  
 

From Vice President and Ways & Means Chair Patty Cavanaugh 
 

S'Wonderful Soirée '26 
a night of Swing, Soul and Song! 

 
Date:    Sunday, May 17th   
Time:  6:00 to 8:00 pm 
Place:  Lakewood Center for the Arts  (Community Room, lower level) 
Address: 368 S. State St,  Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
         
Featuring:  Tom Grant & Shelly Rudolph 
 
We are taking a different approach this year: you will have plenty of choices and the 
prices are more affordable! A basic ticket will now cost only $25 (down from the 
original of $40)! We decided our goal is to enlarge our "tent" with more participants, 
rather than focus on maximizing award money for next year.  
 
Complimentary coffee and water will be offered. We will have hors d'oeuvres available 
for $25 on a pre-order basis that includes one glass of wine or 2 soft drinks. Extra 
wine will be available for sale. Admission is $25 so add on (cont. on page3) 
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hors d'oeuvres + drink(s), that totals $50 for an evening’s entertainment and something 
delightful to eat and sip.  Deadline  for ordering food as an add-on is  
Saturday May 9th.  Sunset is at 8:37 pm so you can be home by dark! 
 
MMC members and their guests will be able to avoid Ticket Tomato fees by sending in 
a check payable to MMC, PO Box 15300, Portland, OR 97293-5300. If you have any 
questions, feel free to call or text me. Also, let me know if you need a ride. Please 
join us for a really fun evening of great music! 
 

From Membership Chair, Teryl Williams 
 

MMC warmly welcomes two new members, Ann Prindiville and Randi Otness.  Randi 
(pronounced Rondi) shares the following with us.  Her name is Norwegian, and she is 
of Norwegian descent.  Her parents were both born in Norway and emigrated to 
Portland and met here.  Randi has lived her entire life in Portland.  She attended 
Grant High School and Portland State University.  Randi has visited Norway many 
times to meet with family still living there.  Her last visit was in 2015.  Her first job 
was working for a female neurologist (one of very few female doctors at the time) at 
what was then called the Medical School on the hill.  Randi then worked for the 
Housing Authority in Portland until her retirement in 1995.  Her first exposure to 
classical music was attending grammar school field trips to concerts held at the 
Keller Auditorium.  She continues to love classical music.  Her other interests include 
gardening, traveling (primarily to Norway), and attending functions at the Sons of 
Norway lodge. 

 

From Tea Hostess Coordinator, April Avery 

Music and food have been intertwined for a very long time. From our first 
breath to our first sounds of life, a baby nurtures and is nurtured by more 
than the liquid experience, beyond the imagination, and into the mitochondria of 
our deepest existence.  Each cell must be nourished.  The essence of heartbeat 
with heartbeat, together synchronized into a rainbow of understanding.  Do you 
hear the music? 

Transformation!  That’s the transition from one state to another…from wanting 
to hear, to actually hearing, believing the tones, soaring with volume, 
resonating with the notes that transform us.   

Music can set us free.  A daily dose is good for the body, mind, and spirit.  
Wake up singing thanksgiving - for another day, another opportunity, and 
another Monday musical. (cont. on page 4)  
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We are delighted and creatively entertained as we listen to the music 
performed at our monthly tea times.  Truly blessed are we, listening to live 
music, in person.    

And then we reflect, remember, encourage, and appreciate. Thank you for 
believing in our young musicians.  And, Thank You Musicians, for sharing your 
talent, your gift, your heart, with us.   

Still coming this spring, more to listen to and enjoy. Help us continue this 
beloved tradition of keeping Classical Music alive.  We hope you will join us 
again, and of course, bring friends to share this time of the sounds of music, 
bringing hope and possibility. 

From Friendship and Illness Chair, Bev Owen 

I am so grateful to all who keep me informed about club members who need a 
card, a note, or a phone call from me.  I am a devoted card and note sender 
and have been all my life.  It makes me happy that I can send encouragement, 
condolences, and congratulations with just a simple piece of mail or a phone 
call.  You’d be surprised at how much that means to the recipient and I love 
doing it.  Most recently I’ve had news about Bonnie LaFord.  She has a new 
address:  Bonnie LaFord, 11520 Sunnyside Rd., #215, Clackamas, OR 97015.  She can 
also be reached by phone at 503-753-6917.  

Please call me at 503-968-3001 if you know of a member who would appreciate 
a card, note, or call, let me know at 503-968-3001.  Thank you so much! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(see photos on page 5) 
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Photos from the March 2 Pot O’ Gold Tea 

Featuring Musicians from the Community Music Center 

 

 

 


