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From President Joe McDonald 

I hope you joined us for the Valentines Tea on February 2. The Metropolitan Youth 
Symphony performed selections from Chamber Symphony Op 110a  by Dmitri 
Shostakovich. The music was very difficult for the performers but extremely enjoyable 
for us listeners. See them in a few pictures later in this newsletter.  

The time has come to appoint a Nominating Committee for next year’s Board Members. 
This is an important task that needs to be able to reach out for leadership positions. 
Your Board has been operating with 7 members filling 17 positions, so several of them 
are doing multiple jobs and this cannot be sustained. Also, we still need an auditor 
for this fiscal year so we can ensure our records are complete and accurate. This 
happens in late June. Volunteer??? 

If you are interested in being on the nominating committee, please let me know soon so 
I can put that team together. 

And finally, a big shout out to April Avery and Tisa Wrightson for their unwavering 
support of the refreshments at our teas.  They help the hostesses keep the coffee 
flowing and the goodies ready for us to munch on. Our March tea will feature 
musicians from the Community Music Center.   I have seen a preliminary program, and it 
looks great! 

 

 
From Vice President and Ways & Means Chair, Patty Cavanaugh 

   
March Tea: Pot o' Gold 

 

On March 2nd, we will have our Pot o' Gold Tea at Westminster Presbyterian Church.  
Monday Musical Club uses this opportunity to ask for donations as our dues don't 
cover our administrative and philanthropic costs. Please, do not feel any pressure to 
contribute.  We look forward to presenting an afternoon of beautiful music brought 
to you by wonderful young musicians from the Community Music Center. 
 
Another great way to contribute is to just volunteer to help with a future tea 
(Spring Concert on April 6th) or the Soirée happening in May (see next article!). They 
are not major time commitments, and your participation is very much appreciated!  
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(Pot O’ Gold, cont.) 
Contact Cynthia Marberry to help with food for the Spring Concert, and myself to 
help with the Soirée. 

SOIRÉE: NEW DATE!! 
 
Our May Soirée has been changed from Saturday, May 16th to Sunday, May 17th 
2026.  It will be held at Lakewood Center for the Arts in the Community Room from 
6pm to 8pm. The address is 368 State St, Lake Oswego, OR 97034. There is ample free 
parking behind the building, and there is an elevator available to take you to the 
Community Room on the Lower Level.  
 
We are excited to announce the entertainment for this stellar event: 
 
Shelly Rudolph, world class, Portland-based jazz and soul vocalist 
(shellyrudolph.com) accompanied by the incomparable Tom Grant, pianist (tomgrant.com). 
Shelly and Tom have been performing together for over 20 years! If you haven't heard 
this duo before, you are in for a real treat! 
 
Tickets are $40 each and are just for the concert. Food and beverage options will be 
announced subsequently. This is a fundraiser, and $15 is tax deductible per ticket. 
 
Please save the date, Sunday, May 17th, 6-8 pm and join us!! 

 

 

From Our Tea Hostess Coordinator, April Avery 

I cannot adequately describe how exactly I become involved with tunes and tones 
someone else produces, by instrument or voice, and we call sounds of music.  I brag I 
can play piano in any language, because, ha! Ha! How do you play language?  It’s the 
music that draws us - inspires, relaxes, heals, energizes, sympathizes. You know?  Just 
breathe!  Know it is true.  Relax and enjoy.  

A good cup of coffee, or tea, before, during, or after listening makes it all wonderful 
too.  When the MMC Tea Hosts serve our friends in music appreciation, we recognize 
something we have in common.  

Our Tea Hosts try to present an appetizing and nutritious array of food. We 
are a small group, taking turns so that no one has to do it all.  It’s a lot to 
think about, prepare, present, and finish with a clean kitchen, and tired satisfaction.  

http://shellyrudolph.com/
http://tomgrant.com/
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(Tea Hostess Coordinator cont.) 

We love hearing the sounds of happy people sharing memories of music, and enjoying 
light refreshment.  Every “Thank You” is appreciated.  As long as we can, we will 
keep it up.  But, things do change, and we are not only changing because we choose, 
but because of - you know…those “challenges” in life that are out of our control. 

Please contact me if you are able to help with providing food and sharing in service, 
while attending the monthly performances by amazing, beautiful, compassionate, 
dedicated, eager, fine-tuned gurus. Alphabetically speaking, they are beyond X, Y and Z!   

 

 

Welcome New Members Viviane and Norris Hibbler 

We are Norris and Viviane Hibbler.  We have been married nearly forty years.  We 
have eight children – four each and each of us has a set of twins. We have ten 
grandchildren and five greats.   Norris is from Richmond, CA.  He joined the Marine 
Corps in 1951 and fought in the Korean War.   After the war, he went back to school 
and then worked for many years in finance.  

Sometime in the 70’s, he was hired by John Deere Equipment and was the finance rep 
for the West Coast.  That is how we met.  I worked at a construction company.  The 
1980’s were a time of economic depression and the construction company became 
delinquent on its John Deere equipment payments.  The John Deere corporate office 
insisted that Norris pay us a visit and try to set up some kind of payment plan as 
they did not wish to have the equipment back in their possession.  I think my company 
did end up making their payments, but Norris also got me. I’m not sure if I was the 
payment for the equipment or not! 

Norris is also a private pilot.  After he retired from John Deere, he opened up his 
own insurance agency because he had purchased an aircraft model that no company 
wanted to insure.  Norris and I worked the agency for about 45 years insuring all 
aviation from airplanes to airports before selling it. 

I am from France.  My Dad was an American GI who went to France for D-Day.  My 
Mom was from Paris.  We came back to Oregon in the 50’s to be with my American 
Grandmother.  We have been immensely blessed. 

We look forward to enjoying many musical performances. 
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Club Member Nita Van Pelt 

How many of you know that our own club member, Nita Van Pelt, is first chair 
clarinetist with the Tilikum Chamber Orchestra? TCO continues to be a vital 
organization in keeping chamber music alive and well! Nita asked us to invite you all 
to Tilikum Chamber Orchestra’s spring concert, “Longing for Spring”. Please join us at 
Lakeridge High School, Feb. 28, 7:30 PM.   Tickets are only $12 for seniors!!  

 

 

Photos from the Feb. 2, Valentine’s Tea 

 

From left to right: 

Kenji Bunch, composer, 
musician, instructor with 
Metropolitan Youth 
Symphony. 

MYS musicians.  

Club members.  


